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AT HOME

with Margaret Sydney

Margaret Sydney

British secreiaries
want more lo do

IN  Britin, some op  private
secretaries. with high salames are
looking with envy at the lowest paid

girls 1n the office — those in the
typing pool.
A London ag did a survey. and carme

up with the surprmng news that o number of
Britwin's top secretanies would gludly take o
slary  cul in  exchinge for & more
demanding joh.

The same sgency did & similar survey five
vears ago and, after comparmg the two, if
announced  that op secretancs oy are
given less responsibility than they were in
1969, >

I don't kKnow whether the same theng
happens here, bul 'S o Tunmy sort of
women's liberition which gives & higher
status and higher pav, s that people can
stowly po mund the bond from  sheer
boredom,

One Enplish executive secretary gave this
secount of her dayswork, “On averape, | do
one shorl fetler a day, keep my boss (the
chirmian OF ‘0 campany) supphed with
excellent fresh coffes 1 the morning. and
teain the sliermoon,

“I answer ane or two telephone eills, and
do o, 30-hour week. Girls typing away
nm:ﬁ:up in the Wyping pool from 915 aim.
5 I‘t paid half my salary ™
imaglm- yells from al least some
.imstn!inn executive secretaries, who might
regard the typing pool as a holiday from the
sort of day they work,

The Enplish secretary’s story makes me
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The [nplish secrefary’s story miakes me
wonder what her boss dogs o earm o livin g,
il one or twoe phone calls and one short letter
i all he can find w0 keép his secretary busy,

Another 1op Enphsh scoretary, while
agrecing that life s pretty dull m most
executive-secTetiny _!.1['-\ sard.  “Any
secretary who can't arganise her boss into
piving  her  more  respondibility g
mcompetent.  Authobily o gained., not
given.”

And that's true, | suppose, up to a point.
But wennen aten't going to be (ibvrated (whicf
ix 1o say' they're mor going to have really
satisfving fobs) until boys and. girls comimp
e a firr are starfing off on some sort af
it race for the top

Every job has its
boring moments

A Boy starting off n a firm
certainly may not make it, but he s
usually regardcd as being in line for,
and even in training for, some sort
af executive or managerial job in the
long run.

e avernge girl, on the other hand. can
probuhly never work hersell up uny lghee
than being secretary 10 the boss I she's
under 30 at this tme (which this survey savs
the averape exce. sec. 5, 10 London). and
her hass gn.n ber no redl responsibility and
no executive or limson power, she's sol a
l“ﬂﬁ horing road ahead of her "

ut [don™ suppose secretaries sre alone
i this. Other people’s jobs always: seem
maore interesting than your own, and every
Joob has arge wreds of boredom it
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‘Cricketers must get bored with playving
ericket. farmers must get bored with feeding
the pies. bank tellérs must get bored with
maney, the Queen with opening things, the
housewife with washing and roning. the
astronuut with mukime o thousand checks an
a thowsand guuges and dials.

1 Tpmg:ﬁ have pot bored with what
they hive 1w ; by eirn o li'u.rﬁ:;e_lrii Cver Sinee
i ¢ gp hving in caves and going out
m ﬁhia :hft winted 10 éat, And
mavbe (he cavemen got bored with thal,
‘which wus why they pave it up in favor oF i
life that led eventually 1 managing directors
and execunive seeretanes.

If you're bored, comfornt yoursell with
what the Ciermun philosopher  Nietrsche
said: “Only the finest and most aetive aninls
are capable of haredom. A subject for a greal
paes — Gods baredam on the seventh day of
crved i "

A bit of hot and
cold keeps you alert

ONE of the things that causes
boredom in those fine and active
ammals who inhabit offices is the air
conditioning.

Experts from an Architectural Psveholopey
Unit af Sydney Unuversity, paraliefing the
work done by Scandinavian rescarchers, are
convineed thit o steady temperature i< likels
1w make office workers fegl listless and
drowsy,

Most air-conditioned offices. they say,
are kept at a wimperature of about 23 celsias
(74 rnltrenhqirti. and this 15 ahout the bes
lemperature (or resting the hody.

h'sugﬁnaﬁn'm-m already trying a
hot-and-cold temperature cycle system, and
the workers find it’s like 4 breath of fresh air

The even temperatire s said o Ahtten
oul the v rhvihms <0 that le sl
down, anh&ﬁg@n o feel drmy.mnllg il
thieir desks are away from windows. and they
can't see oul.

The hot-and-cold cvele system chinges
the temperaiure by as much as cight degrees
celsivs, dropping or rasing it at the rate of
half 1o one degree 4 minule

And that would mean, under ve olde
svstem. that the tempermture could drop
from 81 degrees fahrenheit (nice summer

day} to &7 degrees (cool summer evening)
anel Rarl soain ool thion WL s e

aay) 1o b degrees (Cool summer evening)

and back again m less than 20 mmutes,

which certainly should keep people awake,
1t sounds like something thitt would make

& pleasant change for people living s

airconditioned tagh-nise buildings, 100, In a
way, thevre worse ofl than office warkers,
hecause they spend thetr nights there as well,
missing out on the chnnFn umd the sudden,
wild southerlics that keep the ondinary

~suburhan dweller in ouch with the nstusal

wiorkd.



