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NIETZSCHE AND THE'WILL TO

POWEtR.

. (By "Gaius.")

In th« earliest dajs of the war there
was a scraniblmt» haste among imper-
fectly informed persons to discovei

pnd more particularly to espaaia-tho
reasons why this catastrophe had fallen

upon the world Tb ey tucd to get at

the cause of this sudden insanity sciz

ing upon, a nition whu.h had been so

much belauded for its essential sound
I

ness Then thoy discovered Nietzsche,
who at one bound leapt into tho posi
tion of chief devil He we wore gi\ on

te understand, hid taught the Geirnan
people to believe in their high destiny
a- the ruléis of the woild tho super
men to whom all the Western nations
must bon, and «ho could command
obedience as of durne right Tins
philosopher, who hud been too much no

glected was suddenly too much con

sideied Publishers hastened to get
out cheap eelitions of some ot his books,
and advertised thom as mitten bj

Nietzsche, the Pi each« of Wai
'

The
most evtraordinai y and muddled ex

positions wore gil en of his doctrines,

and those who depended for their

knowledge on newsp-ipei aicouiits, con

ceived of him as belonging to the samo

school as Troit^chke Beinhardi. Pisben
tus, and otheis who taught that war

uas the highest and noblest expression
or tho national consciousness, and that
Otrmany's destiny was to ronquei tho
world and impoje on it her kultur
Possibly tho fact, that this was an en

tuelv ciroiieous'view of the mankind
Ins works helped to shorten the peiiod
of cxistonco of this ide.1 but, at any
rate, some of the new spinel s which
three years ago scarceh allowed a day
to pafas without a reteienco to Nietz
edie, would probably non be haid put
to it to spell h~s name

It is possibly true tint the idea ot
the superman as colleen ed by îxietzscho

has been taken seriously by a cortnui
number of Geimans, and applied bv
ti em to the whole nation But had
lie been ailie he would have made a

ficrco repudiation of auj such adapta
tion of his doctrines His preaching
of tho ''Will to Po»er" applied to in

dividuals, not to nations 1 or the
Golman race, indeed he had thohearti
est contempt Good natured and
spiteful-such a juxtaposition, prepos
terous m the ca=o of every other peo
pie is unfortunately only too often
justified in Goimanv Such was his

judgment and he followed it np don
more cruellv - Ir inj ono wishes to
seethe Gemían soul' demonstnted ad
oculos, let lum only look at «Ueiroau
taste, at Got man arts and man

ners what boorish uidifferonco to
'taste

'

How the noblest and the com

n onost st md them in iu\taposition
Perhaps nothing could moio complete!}|

lllustrato the blind self conceit of tho
Geiman pcoplo than the ficfc that m

face of such opinion« thej cou'd he
bet o themselves to be. the prototype
as a nation of "Sict? c1

es individualist

as a nation of "Sict? c1
es individualist

supeiman There is no foundu mel
teacher of a philonjphi of life whose.
doe times ma> not if pushed to Pi
ti enies or wiongh applied work mis

chief In tho cace of Nietzsche tho
n)i«chief is done if his teachings nie

accepted in tho fulne s of his evident
intention But he did not teach th it

one nation should obtam the hegemonj
of the woild and as the Germans
claim lui tJiemsolies impose upon the
subject peoples a mode of cmlisvtion
and life which would milo for the
eventual betteimcnt of their condition
lho Geiman idea is ti at a îvoild îuled
by Germain would be a happier world
than tint which exists today ÎSicU
st he's supoimnn would rule not for the
advantage of tho subject people but
for his-

own benefit rho will to

poner is aceoiding to him, the maik
of the supcnoi mind and it is the
natural and propci condition that tho
«ineiioi should impnso his will upon
tho nian-v íntcuors He puts Ins super
man mid. the íai ening beast of pi "}.*
oj the sanie )ci,el of supeiiority des
lined bv natuie to prey upon the medí i

ocio Tho boast of pi ey ho sn^i,

|

'

and tho mnn of p-ev (for instance
Ciesat Boigia) are

iuna,i,in"lntal!j
mis

understood Natuio is misundorstood
«o long as one seel s a moibidm.bs in

tho constitution of these healthiest or
ill tropical monsters and growths or

even an innate Hell in them-as
almost all moralists linve don«3 hither
to Docs it not =cem that thoro is a
li iti ed of the v îrgin forest and of the
tiopcs, amoiif, moinlists.0 \nil that
tho tiopicul man must bo disci edited

t all costs uhetloi ns disease ind
riotei loiatiou of mankind or as his own
hell and self torture* And whi ° In
lavour of tho tonipento yones0 In
f voui of the lenipcate men9 Tnr>
moial0 lho mediocre5 This pis
sion-to wor-hip r

1 trengfcli and the
equ illv passionate e'e íuncirtion of all

loligious and mor ii influences designed
to hold the stiong in check and ja so

|

the condition of the weak was carried
tr an extreme which perhars, was af-
forded lrt that mental disease which
fterwards fo md lum out But tho

doctrines of \1et7scho, and lus even

violent assettjon of the will to power
'

wero not the laiuigs of a madman nor

the vapounugs of a mountebank Thov
worn n protest against the mean senti
muitalism which eraltetl the weak to
the detriment of the strong which dis
counted the hardier virtims and pre
ferred to weep over weaklings than to
exalt over heroes


