THE BRITISH SUPERMAN.

Lord Resebery has boen talking abant
tho Superman; and there is no law to
prevent his doing w0, To most people
Lhe phrase 8 uncomfortably reminiscent
el Nrotzsche, Hut, after all, Nietasche
did mot coin the exprossion; snd, even
il he had done so, Gre we never again
to uso n vhing that hps hesn  once
abused ¥ References to the ubermensch
—ths overman, tha supermao—are to
be found in Teutonic literature & couple
of centuries before Nictzsche was born.
Goothe oocasionally coquetted with the
flatiering  idea, Carlvle, Emerpon,
Renan, and Flaobert sach in turn fell
under iw spell. Then Duhbring, in a
weil-known work putlished in the yoar
it which Nietesche came of age, boldly
vipousen it and it is in all probability
fromi him that Nietzsche borrowed the
now famous phrose. 1 tesch you,"
crivtdl  Nietzsclie, “the gospel of the
wperman.  Man is something that is
to be surpessed. What is the ape to
man¥ A laaghing-sters, a thing of
abame.  And just Lhe e shall man

bo to the Superman: a lsughingstock,
o thing of shame. The Buperman s the
meaning of the earth. Maon is a rope
stretohed over the abyss which divides
tha snimal on the ono side from the
Superman on the other.” It in admit-
ted by Nietssche's wormost sdmirers
that the philosopher scarealy know how
tn’ interpret his own prodiction, Was
the Buprrinpn to arise in the form of
one trunscondent individeal, or in the
shape of an olevated rnca?  Nietziche
could not make up his mind. But in
cither onse the Bupermnn was to be o
thing of earthquake and thunder. The
world would tremble bemeath his tread.
To him pity would b weakross, His
pride would bo in bluster and brute
force. Sueh, haldly stated, wuas the
ideal of the philosopber of Bale, and for
British minds it has few attroctions.
Ent Lord Rosebery 2 not inelined,
merely on that seveunt, to taboo the
phross entirely. Ho thinks it too good
for the sorapheap, Ho belioves that
ithe War will kelp us towards the reall-
satinn of the Supsrman; but choa way
of which the universitics of Geormany
kave nover dreamed,  “What," e asks,
“will eur milliona of men bring bock
tov us when they return from the Ward
They will bring with them a new spirig
and & mew view of the world, Frem
being men i-hl-';' will eceme supermen,
aud they will imeviably eontrol the
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and they will imovitably eontrol the
futnre of this vast empire.  Ahovo sll,
they will bring boek charoeter; o char-
coter that will comprise respect  for
themsetves and sympathy with others.
Yo, churucthe js tie mostimable pssol
that they will hong o this counbry;
nudd it s by charncter, in the lost resort,
that the world is poverned.”  We have
but in gaze first on this picture gl
then on thot in order oo datisfvy our-
aclvea that betweon the Superman ol
Friedrich Nietssehe and the Superman
of Lorl IRuschery there s no knship
whatsoerer,

If we remember vighitiy, Lord Bose-
bery hus harpod upon this string befare,
On the presont oocasion, e was apeak-
ing a8 Chancellor of e University of
Londom. Bot fifteen yvears amo his lopd-
ship was Tector of the University of
Glaspow, aod he then took occnsiog o
sugpest to the Glaswegions some vory
imilar ideas. He moiolained that ear
universities, instesd of developing the
real manhond of ilie pation, were too
stersotyped amd too mechanical. Y Are
there mot,” hn arked, "thousands of
luda to-dny pladkling away at the ancient
classivs who will never muke anything |
of thme classics, and who, at the first
opportuniry, will enst them intn spuce,
never o reapen them®  Think «F the
wasted time that thee fmplies! Al
thoas squandered veurs represont ool |
loss to the Empie Not almpg Il1.:|:~'|1I
lines will eame the Supermnon.  How
then? "“Wo need in our universitios,” |
his lordship argued, ‘soch ieaiming s
will develop foree of character, guick
decision, physieal aebivity, Loundles re- |
sourcelulness, omil cndurance of all|
kinds. You want men whe will po uny-
whers it 4 moment's notice and do any-
thing" The whole addriss was an ape
peal for the evolution of 4 loftier stand-
nrd of nntional cliaracter, Lord Hose-
bery's Focent utierapne 18 therefore en-
titled to the respect that is never dened
to doep nud sincere convictions long and
consistently entertalned.” It is casy to
be wise after the event amd to grow
philosephical after the tragedy has been
casctel,  But in the case under rview,
the epinions expressed T Lord Bose-
Lery ns Chaneellor of the London Umis
varmity in 1910 are but the natural
erajitc] to those enunciated by Lim as
Rector of the Glasgnw Universiy in
il

Ba far, but no farther, docs Tord
Rosebery teke us in quost of the Super-
man. He affirms the csasentinl prmeipie
that, in the long run, supremacy must
f!afpenr.l upan charscter, and then he
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depend upon charscter, and then he'
leaves us to work out our own salvation |
na best we may. He desconds to no!
dotasls, But, happily, where Lord Rose-
hery lenves off, Lord Haldare begins.
In the moment of cer perplexity ihe
Lord Chapcellor comes to tho rescue
nnil Alls up the hiatus. Like Lord Rose-
{ bery, Lord Haldeoe is addrossing o
| University, but in his case it is the Uni-
vetsity of Edinburgh. If the Buperman
is to represcnt the triumph of character,
[it is clearly of vital importance that we
ghould be told precieely in whaot that
victorions character consmts,  Lord
Haldane has been telling the men of
Edinburgh that it eonsists in wisdom, in
courage, in spiritaality, and in courtesy.
Wisdom is the fruit of experienso; and
if the exparionce of this tragic time doss
not lead to its wequisition, the fault
must sirely be o the inaptitnde of the
pupil. Only by the possession of cour-
aga can 8 man ba relied upon to follow
the right in scomn of conregquence, 1f
wisdom dictales the path to be pursued,
courage will enshla the traveller to
plunge along it, lst what will threaten,
[ Om the third pre-requisite—the alement
|ﬂf spiritnality—Lord Haldano s par-
' tieularty emphatic, Charscter cannot,
| he argues, be erccted on & purely ma-
ih'ﬂ'll basis. “The only foundation of
{ what 8 mhiding 14 the scose of tha
reality of what i spiritual—tihe con-
sbant presemce of the God who is not
far away in tho akies, bul 5 Lhere within
"our minds and hearts. That is whit
I wished to sey to you sbout whatl seoms
to me the deepest-lving and most real |
fact of life.” And as to courtess, Lord
Halduno believis with Fmerson that de-
foct in mannem i usually defect in deli-
cate fealing and in fine perceptidn: it
i# & radical rather than a lu[grﬁeiall
evil. It shows, not want af style slone, |
but want of heart. Here, then, are tho
things that make for knightliness, for!
chivalry, for charactor.  Arve they Jikely
to bo promoted by the War?  Led
Rosebery thinks that they are, nid pro-
mises us in conssquoenes the Bupeorman.
Certainly, our sufferings and sacrifices
will mot have been in vain if, oul of nur|
present anguish, the child of so m.-m;J

deeams shall at length be born.




