THE SUPERMAN.
Nietzsche’s Challenge.
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|
Minety vear: have passed since Friedrich
Mistrsche firel saw Lhe light of dsy st Roecken
in Baxony, He was destined (o become the
lasl af that grande lignee of BEuropean thinkers
whirh includes such names s Goethe and
Kant Darwin and Spencer, Gomts and Taine,
Blendhal and Dostoievaky, Behopenhsuer and
[ Tolstol, The eommon tie linking masters of
|aueh varied characteristica and  divergent
| mspects la not homogeneily of deals and In-
terests, but similarlty In the vastness of Lhe
{seope ol the Influence wielded by them in
| shaping the thought of Lhe Weatern world
In this senae they belong th no Individual
nation, bul w0 thar communily of BT
culture which sttsined its high-waler mark In
the nineteenth century, and which the dis-|
| ruptive developments of the past lwo decades |
bid iniy i destrov mltogelher |
The extreordinary diversity of the infAuence |
eieried by Wesbern culture on highly tralned
minds necessarily produced an almost bound- |
| lesx  disaimilarity in the responsive ¢hords
| atrnck by the great thinkers on the kevboard
| ot European lterature, And this was an essen- |
| tinlly heslthy sign, since the coriterion of
| mdvencing culture 1= the heterogeneily of it=
manifestatdione, when the ngreement of the
| lghneant has been suctesded by the dissgres-
ment born of  Increasing  knowledge and
| refiection
Miptzsehe strurk the most harshly dissonsni
note of all on thai keyboard. He proclaimed
the revalustion of all values, Inci all those
first principies that humenity has been
serustomed Lo eonsider as axiomatie ;
lnm_-n an the fundaments]l postulatss of the
thaory of knowledge and of the moral law
Defantiv he Au the gmuntiel at Western
culture v 1ts entirety, calling In guestion 1t
| most cherished notlons, challeng itx mow
! smered convictiona, denying the va ¥ of idea
that had neen held as abaolute, |
It isx pot mecesaary that anviblng shouls
be Lrue, e save; it Lo only Decessary that wr
| should beliewve something to be true. The ver
{oundations nof knowledge merely posses:
according to him, s utilisation yelue, Truth
s not mno eotity superior and exisrior 1o
humanity, Immutable and independent; It I
synonymous with what in useful for the maln-
tenance of = specles, conseguently It la an
instrument for ensurlng survival In the strugg v
for exlstencve. Henecs Mictzsche abollshes truth
as & "thing in tself” and with it all thos:
| tundamental concepts on which the whole
theory of knowledge 5 based, that ls to sy
the notlone of causality. space, and time.
Similarly there is no such thing an good or
Cevil in an ansolute sense.  The so-cslled cate-
porical imperative of Lhe consclence, Nielmache
[ effirms reduces iself on examinntion Lo mental
| habita scquired parily from heredity., partly
| fromn education, partly from expericnce, It is
controllable by nothing except itself: henee Its
eluimm 1o nfallibility and immutebllity = absurd
As & matler of faet sn Mletesche smaerls, =
moral (nw has pever sxisied,  'I"hece are only
fundumentally dissimilnr svalem= of moials
nelonglng G0 the "masters and to the slaves
respectively

CONFLICTING OODES

Here the resenee nf Niglgschcos mors| snd
socinl phllosophy 18 reached, namely. the |
permanenl and Irreconciable inequality nf the |
1-"Ir’lstl'i.l‘ri l'l,nlﬁ n! humanity, and II:l‘ll‘h' dall-
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| PEITEAREAL AA0 IFTCCOIICURDHE IDEGUELLY 'Y L
various “races” of humanity, and thelr 15

ferentintinn  intoe iwe fundamental iypes, =
superior and an inferlar one.  The moral
psvaten of the superlor races. or “raced of

masiers, ' exelts the characteristica of suoh
rpees, such #2 bravery, love of denger [od
ita nwn sake, hardness, boldness, daring skl
| ablllty 1 sappreciate pnd rodure and also U0
inflict suflering, the tasie for conguest and

ndveniure, the lust for domination. ‘The
tharacteristics of feehleness and timidity In-
nereni in the inferlor races, or “races of

slaves, on the other hand, are reflected in
thelr system of morals, which ralses sympathy.
love, pliy, humlility, and kindréd mental states
to the rank of virtues, Thuos the two sys-
tems= nl morils are diametrically opposed tr
édch other. What 1= meat for the “slaves”
j= polson for the “masters.” and viéd-versd.

There iz no such th B3 an lmmortal
soul, bt the evolution of world, nocording
to Mietzsche, brings back an indeAnile num-
ber of Uimes the same phases and combine-
tens: It Is = glgantic wheel, revolving in
elernal space and elerpal time, Everyone
has, therefore, lived this life an Indefinite
number of {imes, and will continue to lve it
over apd over agein, eternally.

Thiz doctrine af the everlasting return of
all things 1%, in Mletzsche's mind, the supreme
aMmrmation af life, nnd also han the sanetion
pf the "Buperman, celebraled wilth lyrical
enthusiasm by Zarsthustra, The Buperman
{= himseif the ultimate mnd most glorlous
achievement of the “superior” reces, whose
dauntiess Intrepidness and unfiinching hard-
pess fined In him thelr most exalted embodi-
ment, since he alone ls capable of envisaging
without anguish the prospect of the everiast-
Ing return with all Lt implies—a pros-
pect no ordinary maorial ean  contemplate
without qualling.

NMietzsche predicted for the twentleth cen-
tury an era of great wars, the most terrible
and devastating which mankind has witnessed,
And he gloated over the prospect, Einece the
result of those wara would, sccording te him,
fye the extablishment of & new governing caste,
to which he looked ss to the only postibla
saviour of humanity from the degeneracy to
which the domination of the “slaves” has con-
demned It  Buch a govern casts, he be-
l{eved, com d of men habituaied o com-
mand and 1o rule, would set Europe new and
loftler alms and |deals.

The first prediction has begun to be amply
::tﬂﬂl '=: !:tT;l“i' and tl;llmprtl;nl state of

¢ world certalnly pro=
cead of verification Eﬂll eartied Elmrt.hnr in
hitherto undresmi-of lengths. But, so far
at any rate, the second has no'. The world
fa flosundering much more hel Iy to-day In
the morass of what Mietzsche called *
States and nationsl exclusivism," than ever
it did in his time. And the advent of &
new caste of superman 1 not yet perceptible.
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