A LIFE OF XIETEZSCHE,

Daniel Halevy's “'Life of Friedrich Nietz-
sche" ba ob the whole perhaps Lhe best Bio-
praplileal svcount of thatl phllosspher Tor the
general reader, The narceudve follows Madame
Forster-Nislceche pretiy closely, bat  with
rommendalle compression. Mo, T, M. Hettls,
M., writes a woritleal introduction, rathoer
briillant than profound. He says civilisstion
haa digmisacd Miotgecha's ldens Lo pralee his
imugen v have to deal oot with & thioker
wha expounds a mvetem, but with & prophet
who dispenees & revelation. Niet:mche ls Lol
the apologist, butl the mystic of néo-paganism
e briogs & sort of echical giryohpine, which

taken Io large doses 1s fwisl, but in  small
dogeg 15 an lneomparable wonle. His blography
eahibits bim as betier than ble goapel. Al

this sounds like a sort of apology Lo lhe
Britiad puble. No such apology wap necded
Thero I8 now an admirable, and eheoap, edition
of Nietgsche in Englieh, and sl any rate soms
of 1he volumes have been widely read. Lick-
tonberger's approciation s issued lo the snme
form, while Nicitgschegn philosophy has Leen
popularided by Oscar Levy, Mugge. Ludoviei,
Keonnedy, Orage, and others. It I8 now 1B
yenrs or a0 minve the death of Nietzsche, and
his place lo the history of European fhought
is assursd., The excellent Mr, Keltle emumes
cintes some half (rutbs, and it ls lodoed Dot
eagy o regard Nletzache s o merbous
phllosopher, He came at coce ton Inle and
too soon to expound o system, and hid ugp-
privging and environment did pohing to belp
bim., It ls n suficiontly wirange phenomenco
to find dypamic ldean sprioging up out of &
goed plot of classical philelogy. And yet
Mletzsrhe was Deither so Individual nor so
reactionary am he thought himself, His
goepel  of  the superman s largely
the pguspel of Ilmperialism that  has
mnde tnodern Germany.  Nietriche, however,
ptrips sirengih of 1fs h¥pocrisy. Hisg ru-
vival of aristocracy Is bul the Féveras of that
bankruptey of liberal democracy, Which wus
evident epough (o the clear-sighted thirgy
years age, and which haa become #vident o
all except ibe blind to-day. It s the char-
meteristle of genius to anie-date history; but
the genlgn does nol, Ae ln commonly suppossd,
become the founder of a school; he only ap-
ticipates the scholarn. Conversely thers was
never & cult without mirror worablp. The
younger geoeratlon which Ibsen left kpocking
at the door im largely Nietzschean at oot
simply berause in Lhelr cass the farces that
went to the making of Nielttsche have had
time to work themselves out, Leslle Bieo-
phen has somewhere rightly mald thai phile-
sophy has tp he rewrlilen in every age With
change of diglect, That is preciscly  (rus,
‘bul we are apt to mistake s new dialect for
a new |angEuage. The working-day of Niciz-
sche streicbed from 1865 1o 1588,  Hul he
gegreely becomes chormcterintic befors 1876,
and he scarcely becomens definite unill nearly
u decads later His temperament removed
him from sceciety—he lost friends as ardently
ns he made them. He had Hitle confact with
formal sclence or formal philosophy, and he
threw out bfs thoughta at haphazard ns he

e s Ohsmnnt wmaltlee e ha showad L
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| threw out bfs thoughtsa wt hapbazard ns he

Eaw some Shagpai walting to be ghaved. Ii
wouold be Interssting  indeed ta inetitute &
¢ritieal comparimon between him and Mere-
dith: for In spite of externoais the two hod
much In cowmon. A mere giance al the dates
jupl mentionod showa how vomplelely Nicta-
sche im & tracsitlon  product Ha Ia
a DRomantle In  wcorn .of Romantics
{gm, a demecrat Ion scorm of  demo-
erucy, & saint I8 Ecorm of  religlon.
The critical hablt of thoughi  gathered
sjrength all through Lhe lasl quarter of Lhe
contury, and burled Hegel and Herbert Bpencer
with sgually palite irony. The age had been
robbed of it docirines, and it quickly ceascd
ta bBellave In Itg ldeals, No truth s ever
secure unlems It (s the chjsct of & supersti-
tion. The outsianding feature of the period |
was g violently anil-supersiliious illttuﬁu.|
Nellher pelence oor indosirialism  had any|
room for sentlment, and between lhe two of
them they destroyed Lhose fallacies that are
the only sound basis for any philoscphy, while
nt the sawe timo they completely falled ta
fulnl their promise of & millenlum, Heoce the
resction agninst democracy apd Lthe resctlon
against materiallsm. Out of Nistsache nothing
| #merges, but he is & cauldron of molten metsl
from which many alloys will eryetalline, some
soft and delicate as spun milk, some to polot
projectiles, some to fuse cold steel. The
vogue of Nietesche is explalped by Just thai
fnct, for we too are molten metal, Intractable,
inchoate. We have an yet no synthesis, and
we amlle ap we think how verr remoie & syn-
thetie phllogophy must be. Yei thars Ls =
oortain lrenle saiisfacilon in disillusjon, and,
from that springs auch virtllty as we oan at-
tain. In kis vigorous depial of clajms snd sape-
tions that openly or implicitly we all vigoroos-
Iy deny, Nletescha s something of a high priest
before a buried tomple. As we watch him
we are ool quite sure whether we look towsrds
the ruin or towards the dawn of day. We
hava traced the geosalogy of marals, we have
glimpasd beyond good and evil, we have spoken
with Zgrathusira on his mountain, but hardly
yol can we clalm the will to powar, apd
much less the joyful wisdom. Wes are guits
surs that man is ool & gosl. Wa &re not eo
sure that be s & bridge, Someilmea bha looks
like the muddy watar of the sacred siream.
(Dymock. ) ;
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