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AN INTRODUCTION TO

In "Who is to bo tho Master of the World"
Mr Anthony SI Ludovjcl attempts a brief ex-

position of tho philosophy or Friedrich Niet-

zsche The substance of the book was deliv-

ered as lectures pt tho Uqherslly of London

toward tho end of last year Although

NJelzscho died only eicht or nino sears ago

the formatho factors that went to the making

of him aro almost pro-Darwinian and the

bitterness of his rovolt-a revolt that placed

him in harshest antagonism to his nge-was
tho result Mr Ludovlol avoids, the few bio-

graphical details that should have been given

Nictzscho was born In 1844, qf Polish dpscont

His school record presents nothing remark-

able, and his first Btirrlng emqtional experi-

ence carno ip ISfjS, whon ty0 hoard tbo magic

muBic of "Tristan and Isolde
'

In 1S65 hu be-

came a student at Leipzig, and devoted himsolf

to classical philologj For the next few

years his friendship ^vlth Wagner and his nls

ciplcshlp to tho philosophy of Schopenhauer

aro tho main facts Trom 1861 to 1SS0 ho wns

Professor of Classical Philology at Basel In

the Jattcr year his health declined so much

that he had to rcsigp The next nine yoais

wore spont in travel about Europe, and "Thus

gpako Zarathi)stra" was the product of his

leisure-the output pf a docado or two of

introspection In 1889 his health brqke donn

completely, and ho died a few months la 1er

It is in his classical studios that wo mpst ipok

for tho origin of Nlotzscho's aristocratic and

"Dlqnyslan" philqsophy As a crjtic ot the

moral Ideas, in fact, ho in largo measure

merely went back to the Greek standpoint,

and this naturally led him to tl)c fundamen-
tal distinction between tho code ill, for the

great man and the code invented by and ser-

viceable to the mediocfo majpritv Niotzsrhe's

criticism of Ghristian morality on theso lines

provokod bittor hostj|ity, though it is doubt-

ful if it woifjd havo dono so 20 years later

Appearing when it did it wns in a pretty direct

lipe of succession to Wlel^nd and GopthoJ

Heine and S'rauss, Hartmann and FplU Dahu,

and Fcuerbach had summed up tho tendoncy in

n phrase Nietzsche himBOlt might hnvq written

Mr Ludoyicl is an enthusiastic disciple of

Nictzscho, but ho has not succeeded in mak-

ing-his exposition very systematic, hqwo>ei,
ho gi^es a clcir onough account of tho mas-

ter-morality and tho slavp-moraljty, oxpqunds
tho notion of Superman

(' min js something
to bo surpassed"), and ho touches lightly on

a tow other facets of Nietzsche's many p\àct\

genius Abundant quotations illustrate the

form In which tho philosopher choso to clqthe

hjs thoughts (From George Robertson)


