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FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE.

Mr lisher Unwin forwards us a copj of Mr

Thomas Common's translation of Is let/sche's

"

The Caso of Wngncr, Niotz oho contra

Wagner Tlio Twilight of tho Idols, J ho

antichrist" î\iet/«cho waa a great admirer of

Wiignor at ono time, but ho learned sini o

to look upon lum with tho ije of criticism.

Inter with the ojo of positive abliomnco Ho oven

goes tho length of asking, '

Was AVngner

German after all r" Ho answers ir tho nega-
tive no dethrones AViip.ner "It is difhcult,"

i-aja Niet/soho, " to discover m lum any Gi mian

trait wbatsoovor Bung a great karnet, ho Ins

lcirned to unitnto much that is German-that is

all His cluraoter itself is in opposition to what

has hitherto been regarded as Ga mun-not to

speak of tho German musician
' Hw fathoi

was a stage-player named Geyer A Geyer is

almost an Adloi Geyer-vulture-and Adler

eagle-are both names 01 Tewish families
"

To

most people this sort of cntioism must bo pain
fnllj tnv ml Of a great artist ono does not ask

whether ho is Jow, Turk, hcretio, or infidel, or

orthodox Christian
, whothor ho was horn in tins

country or the other And it maj reasonably

bo submittod with regird to other points

of Mr Niot¿soho's eritioisin, also, thit

tho world is eoucornol with art ns art

The mischief seemed to bo that a lot ot

good people who lounl thcolory in AA'igner'a

trmnpet-blaics i ow find that the thoolt gv is

noxious Whereas probiblj tho truth IB that

Wagner was thinking ill tho timo of his trumpet

blares and of the monevs winch thej would blov

to him,and not in uny way of anv soitof theology

Fur thoreatNict/scbo'spt llosophj jscivi ire for tho

general lhere is all along au ur about him ns

ofocowLo is tasting pearls before animals who

don't iipprecmto them But he knows their valuo

-did know them, ratnor, poor fellow, before tho

th n partitions which i^opaiato wit from madn"ss

had been throwu down Mv 'Genealogy

of Morals,'
"

sajs he in a noto m this volume,
" furnished tho first luiormation eonceriiiug tho

i ontrast between
'

nolle nioraïitv '

and 'Chris

tian morility ,

' there is perhaps no moro deci-

sive modification of thought m tho historj of

religious and moral knowledge That buok, my

touchstone for what belongs to me, has tho good

fortune to be occessib'e only to the most elov ited

and tho most vigorous mmla others hnvo not got

ears for it " l'nio that ubout the cars

Nietzscho'a philosophy doo» require a superhuman
length and capacity of eais


