BOOK REVIEWS.
A STUDY IN PRYCHOSIS,
“The Madness of Nictzsehe,” by E. F.
Podach, Putnam’s Soos, London, 7,6.
From the publishers,

L Fodack's book, which has been
':.:.n-].:t'.n! from the German by . A
Vioigt, deale with the period immoediate-

v illafﬁ-ﬁ-!-_ﬁ‘rlt to Nietrache's mental enl
lopese, which oceurred im Turin early m
e vear 1888, together with ssme obser
vatindis on the eourse of his illness dur-
ing his treatment at Basle, and sulwsequent
Iv in a mental home at Jena. Although
the motive of the book = mainly pathe
[rgienl —Pr, Podoch writes always as an
aliemist. and i= primarvily concerned with
the problem of the correct disgnosis of
Nitrerhe's montal «tate duringe the last
plorse there are some inferesting Passazes
relating to the poset-pihilosonhce’s  nn-
hoppy associalion with Froalein von Sa-
lowme. and his provading obsession with
togard to Buwclarn! Wagner (who died in
15835, whaos- wife. Uorsima, he seems to
have identifisd with his wleal of perfect
w e o m hoow] Ariadn-, the mytholesical
davghter of Minos, King o (rete: “He
believesl  that he bad esathered enouch
ptoofe im the eourse of Li=e lifle to show
that he had only beet runnine aiter a will
v the wisp But there s o daoubt that
Arisiine  eontineed ber  exstence in Lhe
lopths of hie being, and st berause she
was demed to him o lite. she beeame more
aned e essential in ke own personal
mivibolezy. Sig w the svmbol in whieh hLe
‘thymes and gathers inte one all that s
fragrant, riddle and hideois chanee." This
is Nietesohe's “alfirmative to the point of
self-fustification. even to the daliverance
f -all by-gone things. Whin at the deri-
sive mivment it was essemtial to bind a
terrestrial, eorporeal representation of
Ariadne. Niwetesche lberated from all
sarthly bonds, straightway grasps at Cosi
a, Lis ideal. who had onee to
beckon to him.™

Nietrsche's finnl and decisive breakdown
came very suddealy at Torin, in January,
1580, shortly after he bad written the last
sentence  of his preface to  his  book
“Nietzsehe coutra Wagner,” Uatil then
he had been clearsighted emough to write
im 1898} of the Franeo-Prussian War:
“t¥ all the evil consguences which the
last war, the war with France drags in its
train. the worst is, perhaps, a wi
mdeed a general error; the error of pub
lic opinion, indeed of all public epinions.

that German civilisation has also been vie |
torious m that war, and must, therefore,
be adorned with wreaths hig enough to be
worthy of such extrmordi
successen. This illusion is very Larminl,
not because it is gn illusion—for there are
SOME VEry and sa 1
but heenuse it is capable of eonverting our
victory into total defeat—the defeat, in-
deed the extirpation. of the German srarit
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victory into total defeat—the defeat, in-
deed the extirpation. of the German spirit
to make way for the ‘German Empire."”
Here Nietzache showed a simgular
sion, a sane and balanced jodgment.
Simultanecusly with his collapse, Neits
sche believed bimseli to be an incarmation
and the
signed

i

was to be shot, which,
been fulfilled, might

much future trouble. To
Nietzsehe writes H'lel:m ?

s
]
.
i
i

[ ; condition
improve slightly, so that his friend, Peter
Gast. who at times Lad a vague sort of
an idea that he was “only pretending to
be insane.” was able to write, in Febru-
ary, 1800: “Today I am

Ywu sha

f‘raulhnﬁd_ in my belief that

ve our Neitzsche back again.

and to-day he was splendid! Yesterday {

was upstairs in the ward among the total-

ly insane where Nietzsche usually sits

(visitora are not really allowed

all); trom there we to
at

it
the bag with

get sticky fingers mow,
to play a little Grst.” Then he
at  the instrument amd improvised.
But, alas! Nietmche wus still precceupied
witk hic mission: “l bave bad Caiaphas
put in chains. And last year | was cruer
bed mn very drawn out fashion by the Ger
man doctors. Have abolished William.
Bismarck, and all anti-semites. The rest

fnrfn}l 1 s .« « Lhere
magic from time to time™ I
1880, Nie wan nimuuuft

asylum by his mother and taken to her
apartments in Jena.  Hut sithousrh he
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asyiuam By Jus INOLDET and taken to her
apartments in Jena. But sithoogh he
survived another tem years—a lingering
death in lde—he Bever maniiested any
real improvement, and died at Weinar in
August, 1900, ¥

e book is  illustrated with photo-
graphs,



