THE GOSPEL OF S8UPERMAN,

"For who can show us anolher ezampie
of the wealth of thy spirit and the impulse
of thy heart to do good to others? ou
wust vne of the noblest snd puresl man
that ever trod this earth.” He who has
left behind one friend, moved to spsak
words like these beside hig m- grave, has
not lived gquite in vain. y are Laken
from the sddress of Poter Gast, bidding
farewell to the mortal remaing of his life-
long fricnd, Friedrich Nietsswhe, Rinee e
outhreak of the war the philosopher of the
Superman has received vastly incressed at-
tention. By many he in revilodeas the su-
preme poisoncr of the German mind, and
every little religious publication has ils
condemnatory  erticle, quoting detached
aphorisms and holding Nietzsche up for exo-
eration @s the tcacher of the abominable
doetrines now being practised by Germaon
in Belgium, But defenders have ulso arisen
who sharply echallenge this verdict and
state the case for the lonely philosopher,
An English sdmirer, Mr. J. M. Kennedy,
has mlso issued 8 revised ecdition of hwe
“Quintessence of Nietzeche” in order Lo dis- '
pel rome ular illusions and present an
epitome J': o gospel of the superman for
popular considerition

Nietgsche was born of Polish parents m
1844, His father—a elergyman, died fve
yearg bater. Greal care waa laken bv _hh
mother Lo secire the bost possible edugatioa
for her son. who, by hie shy and sindious
manner, earned the nickname of “The littls
parson.” From the firel he gave evidence of
remarkable mental powers, In 1868 his
ability had atirscted such notiee that ne
was offere] sand sgeepiod the rg-l'rnuuhm
of Classical Philology et the University of
Bale, He took upwhi-n duties the following
vear, #nd thé insugural address on “Homoer
and the Classical Philology,” delivered by
the 25vear-old professor, gave siriking pro,
misa of his emm. :

Nictzache had previously complelcd his
rrauired year of military service, but took

rt in the Franco-German war na b fures

Vhile thus engaged he contracied a sovern.
iliness, mnd through hurrying back to his
dulies prematarely, he berame n consinnt
suflerer for the remainder of his life.
As the preatest interest ¢ ntres round his

anes ani setartling philosophy of the
Superman Mr. Kennedy gives e delailed
sccount of the various books written by its
promulgaior, and & resume of Lheir com.
tents. Niclasche's works were coldly re-
eeived, Yearn afterwardg he said, T have
now written fifteen books, and I have never
seen sn honest German review of one of
them.” In eolitude and ill-health the dar
ing thinker, who waged ruthless war on all
that his fellow country-men held sacrosanci,
worked on till 1880, An epiloptic it was
then followed hy increasing eccantricity and
fina!ly maduness, which lasted till his death
in 1900. No sdequato talion of hia
| atrange philosophy can be given in & brief

[tm—imw. comscguently Mr, Kennsdy's little
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review, comscquently Mr, Kennedy's little
Look fa all the more welcome, It will
enabls the thinking portion of the Lnglich-
peaking publie to judge sa to what founda,
twm there in for the denuscistions thet have
been showers] on Nielzscho's head and io
enlighten those who have been aught Lo
recardd his gospel as one of unresirmined
hﬂll-l“:j. As Mr. Ludoviei pute it. “Nisls
sche had onn very definite and unalierabls
nurpose, id~al and dircetion, and thie was
the elevalion of the lvpe man" He at-
‘acked Loth Christianity and SBocialism with
extreme bitterness, but as Mr, Kennedy re-
marks, “the (‘-hrhl.imix attackead s the
lifeless Christianity the Lutheran
&:Il‘rnh." In view -uLtIu— abjret failure of

io counteraclt the overpowerin irit
of Oerman materialism od mllfu.r.’in.
even his hitlerest opponenia must agres
::TL there wose some grounds for his opuc-

tion,

“Christianity,” ha writes, “is ona of the
purest manifosimiiong of the impulse to
wards culture and the produciion of the
smwint : but being weed in eouniless ways Lo
turn the mills of Sigic auiborities, it gra-
dualiv. became sick at heart, hvpoeritieal
und degenerale, and in antagonism with itg
orisinal aim.”"  The litlla volums §s pub-
lished by the wall-known firm of T. Werner
Vourie, Ltd.,, from whom our copy comes,
mlld will no doubl have s very extensive
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