
Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885-1954), Saturday 5 November 1910, page 50

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article38364373

"NIETZSCHE."

"Nietzsche,'' by Anthony M. Ludovici, is

the latest of the series of books being pub-
lished by Messrs. Constable and Co., Lon-
don, under *he title of '"Philosophies, An-

cient aud Modern." There is a preface of

Or. Oscar Levy, an ardent disciple of

Nietzsche. Within the compass of this

¡sma.ll hook of one hundred pages the

author has done all that could be reason-

ably be expected when it is remembered

that a short account
'

of the philosopher's
life, and all that is vital in his philosophy,

as expressed in his half score, of books, is

included. The author understands the art

of compression. Both in the preface and
in the author's work, however, too much

«pace is given* to replying to opponents
not to say traducers-of Nietsche. It is

unreasonable to expect, as the author seem

'iugly does, the "average European" to

understand Nietzsche. He did not write
for the "average European," but for a

select few. The author himself gives the
best excuse for the so-called traducer
when he asks for time to assimilate the

strange philosophy that says:

Do I advise you to love your neighbour?
Rather do I advise you to flee from

your neighbour and to love the most
remote. Higher -than love to your

neighbour is love unto the most remote
future man. It is the most remote,

your children and your children's
children, who pay for your love unto

your neighbour.

The 'evidences of the power cf Chris-
tianity are so many, and so valuable to

the -»vorld to-day-indeed they were never

more «o-that the wounds inflicted by
Nietzsche, despite the assertions of the
author, can scarcely be regarded as .of a

fatal nature. It. is pre«jmptuons to tay
that Nietzsche solved the meaning, the
origin.. . nd the intrinsic value of terms

"good" and "evil. It may be true that
this problem was the passion of his life.

Job and his friends had the same passion.
Nietzsche held that "good" and "evil" were

merely terms used whereby to acquire

power, and that all forms of morality are

weapons in the struggle for power. To
the question, was Christian morals pure?
the answer is:

He attacked Christian morals, and de-

clared them to be like nil other morals,

merely a weapon in the hands of a cer-

tain type of man. with which that type
struggled to power.

Nietzsche was pleased to rechristian "good"
and "evil" as "noble" and "slave" morali-
ties.. He endeavoured-the author Eays he
succeeded-in estimating the values of these
moralities. The Christian morality he
found to be of the slave quality.

In Christian values Nietzsche read nihil-

ism, decadence, degeneration, and
death. They were calculated to favour
the multiplication of the least desir-

able on earth.

"Life is activity," said Herbert Spencer.

Nietzsche's definition is more elaborate:
He defined life practically, uprightly, and

bravely, as appropriation, injury, con-

quest of the strange and weak, tup.
pressiou, severity, ohstrusiou of its own

foriUE, incorporation, and, at least, put-
ting it mildest, exploitation.

»' And Nietzsche believed that the struggle
is to be endless; no day will ever arrive
when the misery of life will be trans-
formed into perfect bliss. Yet he was

enough of an evolutionist to see in the
future a Supermau. -The world is »ever

without a few specimens of the "Higher
Man." Nietzsche calls on these to pro-
pagate their kind.

*

There in-.tft he a ruling
caste. The jphrhiian bslief ia thc moral
order of things must be given up.

- It

breeds a race cf parasites.

Not contentedness, but mere power; -not

peace at any price, but warfare; not

?virtue, but capacity. What is good ?
'

All that irçreases the feeling of power,
- will to power, power itself hi tuan..

I

What ie bad? .Ail that proceed* from

weakness. What is happiness ? The
feeling that power increases, that re-

j

eistance is overcome.

j

That is the moral code of Nietzsche's
I

ideal society.


