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WHO WAS NIETZSCHE?

What Was He?

Some

of us (let it be admitted
[?]

more enthusiasm than knowledge) used, in

the early days of the war, to denounce
Nitzsche

as the whose
teaching had ser'.-ed to chants" the Ger

man character frojn an un:?rjrtieabie idi?a

iism to rntli!or=s jacklwotery. It ws

S?"iet?iche, ?> we sa^resiiod. who lusd

throrni the loir-haired Teutonic dn"amrr

into the Rhine and liad *flt irji the i:iiage

of a rampageous BVnidc Uoart for < Ger

many to worship and imitate. Perhaps
we exaggerated. If en d<> tsa.s?cratc in

?war time.

It is true that Xietasehe himself H'aj

anti-Prussian. l>ut, even Mr. .TankoLav-
'

Tin, in his recently published and m?ss

interesting -Xietja:he and ModernCon- :
sdousnea?** (ColHnst, admits that "'soma

official German imperialists T>roe!aim?l

the bJttcr anti-German Xietzscbea"jno>a
,

as their patron <aa£nt, making himnorai-
:

caljy a participator in the idet>!<jcj- of that

grabbing' nationalism that -was one <of Uie

cane's <A the Burtrpean war." Andwhol .

can Illume tijem? (asks Sidney Dark,iv
,

"John o-* London's Weddy"). Hereare ,

some passages from thepbi!o?opheT's ?

"Tims Spake Zarathustra"*:— ,
j

"Ye rfjall ]ove pease as a meansto \

new wars—and d*? shon peace morethan <

ibe long."

'<"Siastity v a virtue -ailh some,but i

with many almost a vice/
5

"Man sball be trained for ivarasd ;

woman for the recreation of Va.c warrior.

All else is folly."

Masters andSlaves. ,

The Prussian militarists may nothave :

understood Nret7?;lre's philosophy, but

tbty must hacc found maxims like these

mnch to their taste. What is tbophiio- i

Eophy? Kietzsuhe diWded meninto ?

masters and slarcs, the men destinvdby ?

.race and character to command andthe
'

rest whose business it is to obey.There '.

lis considerable similarity iv the points of

view- ot Kietzschv and Carlyie, whoaj hero-

TTOr?iil> caused him to admire tbax'scoun

drel Frederick tlie Great. Nietzsche de

spaired ot tte world because taegreat ;
men wvre losing their hold, oiring todie !

advance ot the democracy that he loathed.

Equality to him. was ridiculous.The '

weak are not to"d>e pitied butcommanded. ]
There are two moralities, one forthe <

masters and another for the slavea, and

religion is merelr one of the means used

by the strong to enforce theirwilL .

Unless iiie strong man assertshimscU, j
possesses to the full the Will toPo-svr, :

is consumed by an egoism thatenforces I

the trampjithj do?-n of the -weaklingsin ;

the path, discards die idsa. thatthere.
'

is any such *?"n?r as absohru; goodand .

is any *?"n?r as and .

evil, and takes as his motto, "Be notcon- ?,

tideratc of tiiy nei^ibor,
1"

then powerwi'J i

pass to the weak, and this meanschatw ;

But ii the strong man Is true to hisovm ,
Mrengui, tiimaelf to a rigid dis

cipline, the superman will in timewiolve. ;

"Man." wrote Xietzschc "is a lope samz

between a-nimai ar.d superman." And

again—"Dead are aii goils, now we -will

tiutt sapermen live."

Man a Disease.

The mass of men are just rabble. Tbe
Cbrfctian is taurht tl:a£ man is only a

little lower than tbe angeJs. Nietzsche

taid:—""ITie earth had a skin; and iiu& ak.u

Jiath diseases. One of these disv.'ascs i?

caned man." Whatever Niftzsie was

Ihe
was definitely anti-Christian, lie hated

?pity. He haJted brotherliness. To Uiiu

ji>is-.vene&f was onensive. To be the re

cipient of a gracious act of kindness irn

to io=e one's manliness. "A rigiit which

thou canet seize upon, ahait tiiou not alio',7

to be given thee."
j Nietzsche ?a= anti-Ciirfelian, bat he was

not originaJ. Mis philosophy was Uie

nfailosophy of Machiaveili and CSesare

Borgia, and, in the middfo of the nine

teenth century, of that queer Frenchman,
<jouiiiea.ii, who, acconLng to Dr. Osaar
IjCV?-, believed that "our moral va-ue^,

the values of Democracy. Socialism, Libe

ralism, Christianity, lead to the durrtvai
of a typv of man who has no rig-it to sur

vive.'' Gobineau actually excused Oesare,
Borgia's audacious wickednesa. He wrote:

—"The great la.w of this world is, not to

do this or dint, to avoid one thing and

run after another; it id to live, to enlarge
and devvlop one's most active and iot't>

qualities, in. sack a way that from any

spnere we can always hew ourselves oui a

way to one tti=?t is wider, nobier, more

elevated. Never forget tiiat. Wa3k

straight on. Ho only wiiat pUastis you,

but only do it if it likewise serves you.'

This is the doctrine of Kietzsche, a tiene

masL-idinity, scoruiiiii. iike the Italian

Futurist poet. Marmetti. all the ?enile

viraias as puerile and feminine.

Xietaaehfc was a sickly man who speat

Ibis !ife parting ffith illusions and break

ins with his friends, and efter. and per

haps because, he had lived for years, as

Mr. Lavrin says, "now in tliehighest j
pitch of Dionysian ecstasies, a little later

in tbe depths dejection and despou
dener." finally- lost his reason in ISBl*.

Tbe cnlt of the great man has been un

fortnuaie in its apasUe*. Carlyie was .-i

disagreeatrle dyspeptic. Dr. Levy tells us

that Gobi-Beau was a very slooaiy perso;i,

and Nietzfcac went mad. I

The ieal truth, of course, is tbat itis j
certainly not by be2omin;; "puffed up";
that nun approaches the superman.Ir

,

is the meek who inherit the earth.The i

teaching of Vietzsche is n?t onlyopposed |
to traditional faiths, it fe contradictedby i

generations of human exjwrience. lie

writes:—

0 ZamLhnsUa.
Crue.lest Xhni-od!
Of late still a hnnier of <Jo<3.

A spider's we>fo to capture virtue.

\n arrow of evil.

Sir
Hunted by thyself,

Thin; own prey

Ca-ucht in the cri|> of tiiiae or.c s^al.

The Antithesis.

Here the idea is the exact autithems of
'



Here the idea is the exact autithems of

the Mea of Francis Thompson's"Tiie
'

Hound of Ueavcn." Zaraihitotra bunts

God and this presumption nwkff-s him the

huater of himself. To Thompson. Cud

i£ the hunter:— ;

I fled Him down the nights and djim

tbe days;
1 Hed Him down ihe arches oi tiie

jears:

I flej Him down the LibyriuLhine ways

Of my v?m mind, and in the misx o:

tear?.

I bid fixini Him aud uiidor running
liiijtotor.

Up vistaed hopes I ?sped;

And s!iot, ureeipitau-d.
Ado^n Titanic sloom3 of cliaMnpd

fears.

From those strons Feet tbat fallowed,
tollaa'cd aftor.

And vhen the chase is ended the <ioari-y

finils" that his jrloom i? "shade oi liU
hand, outstretched caressingly.".

T d? not sujKest that the more iKantiiul
of two theories is oeefwarily the true oue.

If that were s>. Thompson would as

saned:y "have it." I do sussrestriiat j
Thompson i* cxpressin? normai and (one

gratefully addsl bcautifai normalhuman j
cxperienoe, while Xietxsche recordsthe !
loitiful blnoderinss of an abnormal <md

morbid indirtilual. I am not pr/vared wit!i

aav plib explanation of the "mysiery ?I

pain." But I do aol believe thai the .-"n-'c

man. tuei, becausp. lie is si?'k. U qualified
:o -^-jide the s:eps of tii>se who are wito.v.

CcrtainlT. ;iain sometimes embitters,
Koaietime.s ajritravates e?o:sm. a^ in Heu
iey when he asserted:—

It wattors not bow sti^ait the eatc,

How charged ?rith pmiishmetiisthe
'

scroll. |
1 aai the master of myiat>": i

j lam the captain o: my sou).

Au assertiou, !>v the way. u-'>viou.siy
<m

true of llenky and even* otiier man. But
|)aiu oiteu ?nu?ble=. It often indimes
ju^t those gives that Xictzsche -norst hated.
As when Sltvenson asked pardon: —

IX 1 havt> faiten-d more or lesv;

Tn my srreat task of !iappin?.-*:

Hi have moved atnon-f my lute

I And sliotiti no jrlo:i>us morning lrts-e.

I Oiseasoi Nietzsche taucbt titit salvation

comes from bashing away at the w.?k.

But :hc true phUoeuphf is still the oil


