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THE CULT OF NIETZSCHÊi
AM) WHAT IT HAS

LED TO.

(By Dr. _.
Gnffiru-Jones ut ihe "CuHf**

tim World.")

«Seven j-eira ago, when I wa« snendiuff

a happy summer Semester in the GermaTt

uuivcrskicK, and studying -the main cur«

rents of thought among the .gebildeten o|

cultured cla»*od, I wa.s struck by the coni

sidcrable einphasig laid by several of th<

leading mea with whom I cram«: in contact

on the tacttrut io which the cult of

Nietzsche was in the ascendant among
cb»!

ruling and official people. We are no-*

reaping the consequences of that move-

ment in a harvest c5 blood and tears. Foe

the German attitude in this war is tho

translation into action of th«; theories ot

that bold and unscrupulous tliiukur; and

it is against Nietzscnè that the rest o£

the world is instinctive!}* under aruj.6.

Every agu lus produced its atheists and

materialists who have coofnired against

the Christian view of God and of th«

world, but almost all of them bart,

sliirked the logical issue or their th<x>rie8,

aud have retained the Christian morality"

while repudiating the world-view on which

h is based. It was reserved for Nictzseijo

alone to take the last fateful step, to pour

contempt on the ethics of Jesus, to pro-

claim Him a charlatan arid
a knave, anti

to erect instead an altar to the God of

Force, which is the true and only Anti«

Christ. He may be described among the
iihinkers of the nin<*tpcßtb centnry as

the only man to put the real alternative
of the Christian Creed. He bad the
courage to do this boldly and without
compromiso, and he had the gerriup to put
the case with the breadth of a philosopher
and the zeal of a prophet. In reading
Nietzsche, we find ourselves in a topsy-
turvy ethical universe.. All wt» had been
taught to consider sacred is cast ont as

coniernptible: all we had learnt to deem
shocking and hateful is elevated into the
"newlaw of the prophets." There ia

¡n Nietzsche a "tnuisv.ihwtion of all

values:"' we are taken into the region 'bc
vond good and evil;" and in that Götter*
dammerung or "twilight of all the Gods"
we hear the" stt iden t voice of his "Zara«
t-'iistra" crying aloud-"a new beatitud*,
íxive I unto you: Be Hard!" During to»;
Seventies and 'eighties, when he wrote hi«'

chief works, two influenprs gave this re-'

tolutionary thinker his foothold-the one,
'n t'"«? world of '¿kov7?\i, the o ¿her in the
world of affairs. The first wa« Dar'
'.vanism, with its theory of the "sarvival
"f the,fittest" fi.e, the strongest), whidr
furnished him with his philosophical banis^

'

the second was which tat

the second was Bismarckis-m, which tat
the time-seemed to justify a cynical dim
regard of all ethical principle by the ri»»
of the German Cmpire on the basis of an

iron-bound military system and a crooked
diplomacy. It is easy to pom* con-

tempt on the teachings of Niet»cns
from the standpoint of añeared Chris»»
tian-faith; it ii not easy to disprove its

prunaRteiico with the crudeiv Darwinian
nhilosophv that once prevai'ed-more, it
?s true, m Germany than Itere, where our
theories'are seldom carried to their prac-
tical conclusions. For pure Darwin's-n
"spells

pure egoisii; the ram if to thf »wi*t
''and the enfining), and the baltic to.the
strone. , And Xietvwhoim is egoism in ex-
peláis: it is the philosophipal i"ñtíficatir}n

ofprivilege. and Dower, anti pi'shfulncss. It
is true it has its element of idealism' in
the theorv of the ¿npprinan-the supernal
Being who f

is
sqme time to evolve" out of

the strtiirgle» and com potiron* of averaga
humanity; and it haï ita .v-ientinc -factor

n the' peril which iinquc-stiorlably be»e(V»

the path_ of an exaggerated humanitarian
ism in giving too free an opportunity for
the decadent elements of the race to mul-
tiply unduly. As a nevdiul corrective of
the "soft" ".tendencje-i

_

in much modern
speculation (especially in »sociological direc
f,ion-s), Nietzcheitsn ha3 IM undoubted
ohce. and has 'done e:ood work. But as

an ultimate and final- piiilowihy of life.

NTietzcheism has gone under w'tb the end
ox the New Evolution, which proefeinw
with, no uncertain voice the esseutihl "li»
'i/gical «importance ol "the struggle for;!«»
.'¡fe of others," to -which Professor Hfptj'-^
Drummond first

gave clnssic rxpreatíoír^

and whieh has re-establish t»d the ftrndifrl"

.mental principles of the Christian éÛrjt

on grounds-tluit cannot be phaken. Frothy
this point of view, Nietzsche's "Weltaa»-^
chanting" is that of the "monsters'of Ore
slime"-the dinosaurus and the ichthyos-

aurus who perished becau.->e dike Kipling'«
baboon)ithere was "too mwh eso^rttdtífjtó

cosmos." The sublimatic mid reunea OH

truculent seli-a^sertion v» hich was NiebT»
scbe's simple principle of thought and ron-,
duct, is thus a hopeless-anachronism:

it.
is

ci phase which many even of the higher

creature races have outgrown, as every be*
hivv and antheap demonstrates; and if

there w any race of Supermen to devplop
it must be along other lines than tboae
of the "mad philosopher."

Xone the le**5, Nietasche has had an,
enormous vogue in bis own land-not, in-'

dîctl, among responsible thinkers, bit*;

among the class who have shaped German'
international policy and erected the sys-

tem of i cast-iron - militarism under which
his e-ountrynien have been burdened for
nearly fifty

years. He ha», helped to baud
up that amazing new pcienre which goes

by the high-sounding name of Welt Politik,

whose chief characteristic St*ems to be tho

negation of every law of honor and every

principle of justice, especially toward*
aveaker nations. And he has fed into vigor
the spirit which has made the soldier into
a orofessional bully who «abres down



a orofessional bully who «abres down
civilians on ,

the plea of "putative self

defence," and which, as II. G. Wells has
recently said, "is full of devices such a.«

us poor
'

fool" cannot invent: midden at-

tacks without a declaration oi war: vasö

schemes for spy-systems, and assassin-lito:

disguises, the cowing of a country by tri«

wholesale shooting of civi! non-combatants,
breaches of neutrality, national treachr-ri«»,

altered dispatches, forged letters, diplo-

matic lies, a Verfeet world-organisation ol
super-sneaks." This is the practical issu*

of Nietzscheii-m.

And it is a'siintl this Frunkenpte'ra

monster that rhc- world is under '

arms

just now. Mr. AsquitYs K'^t
spce**!»

was a ckirion-cail to; all the higher in

stincrs of the civilise»! world to rise and

put an end to an intolerable attempt to

enthrone the Gosp"! of the Bailv in the

heart of modern Kurope. To allow tai*

would be to rc-vers* the course of

history for '2,000 years and to unlearn
ali tie higher L-ssons ol' human experi-

ence. It is «¡'ood to find that our Prim»
Minis-teris attitude ha.« Deen instantly
justified, not only by the united anj

?unhesitating judgment of the people *>ft

this land and ita dependencies, but fry.

the conscience of the civilised world

Let us prjy that tat- sword bo iwl

sheathed til! the fell monitor of mili-

tarism has been "bled white," *o that
international politics may enter on »

new and beafóiier phase, and
_

the samf*

morality is honored among diploma«*:« .

as in the social relationsnips of respect-»

able men and women. .

<

It is of the utmost importance thal .

this fundamental aspect of the w*u

should be
__

graapod at the present

moment. We aro fighting, not agíiinrit»

a nation but against an intolérable

system. Nay, surely we are not at war

agaiDst the German people. We are

fighting for shem as well .is for the Bel-

gians and for ourselves. For they, after
all, are the true victimo of the -yäteia

against which we have taken arms v

.ibis tremendous crusade. And they ara

a great peojale to whom the «vorld owe-»

a debt »»uca tis it owes to t-'arcely any

other nation. They are our kinsfolk by
blood. Taey are our benciac:ors m

philosophy, theology, science, diwovcry,
invention, literature, religion. Of lat»

year« we had grown to understand each

o*th»»r better, and to exchange not only
goods, but the aíghííT Demefiis of

spiritual intercourse ai a pace and wita

an intensity never before approached
It is to be feared that this war will end

in a setback _in this rnoirt dearable
rapprochement-for a time. But :i_ w<

are wise, and self-restrained, and chiva'« ?

rous in the way tve conduct this cam

paign; if we icfuse to harbor resent

mont, and are slow to credit the easj

elanders of rumor, and quick to rocog

ruse, valor and selî-devoîion, and
¿houid the victory'haonüy ,be w'th us

generous in our condition? of peace, M

will be bat for a time. Germany rea**

need <t friend ere this Htrugg'.c ia

sûtely need <t friend ere this Htrugg'.c ia

finally settled. It should be- ihc campst
care of our church« and of a'I the indi-

vidual Cbriütiana of '.his nation to see

that Britain proves to be iaar. friend tn

need. It is our dnty 5rsi and foremost

to break in pieces like a potter'« vessel

the oowers of ¿ha mil:iary caste ia

Eairope whose centre is Berlin; li.eaonld

be our nest duty to sec tha-t the Gemaaa,
natioa-is erabled to emerge from, îhiM

baptism of blood arid fire a regenerated

and -Miíianchised people, whose- great
Îias1. «hall find us climax in a great«
uittr«.


